
Teen Creative Writing Club 
Program Outline by Karissa Alcox 

 
Countless public libraries across North America host elaborate creative writing programs for 
their vibrant and well established communities of teen writers. The Teen Creative Writing Club 
provides the perfect all-encompassing starting point for a library that does not yet have any 
creative groups for teenagers. In this 4 month trial program, culminating in the publication of a 
zine, librarians will have a better understanding of the needs of their community, and teens will 
have new creative writing skills and an amazing product to be proud of. 
 
Target Group: 5 - 15 enthusiastic high school students 
 
Goals for participants: 

 develop a writing voice 

 connect with like-minded peers 

 have fun thinking creatively 
independently and in a group 

 experiment with various writing 
styles and topics 

 learn how to design and organize a 
zine 

 learn how to edit a creative work 

 publish 1-3 items in a culminating 
zine 

Goals for the library: 

 bring teens into the library 

 get teens excited about creative 
thinking and literacy 

 establish a community of young 
creative writers 

 better understand the needs and 
interest of the teen population 

 publish and distribute a zine to the 
wider community 

 give young people a voice 

 
Timeline:  Planning: 1-2 hours each week to select and test writing exercises, and to set up  
        chairs in the room if necessary 
  Delivery: one 2 hour meeting every week for 4 months 
 
Outline: During September and October writers will focus on developing creative thinking skills, 
writing voice, and confidence by creating short pieces of poetry and prose. Weekly meetings will 
consist of creativity warm-up exercises, independent prompt-based free write sessions, small 
group exercises, and sharing sessions. During November, half of the meeting time will be 
allocated to peer review work and editing. Writers will focus on developing 1-3 creative works for 
the upcoming zine publication. During December writers will still participate in fun creative 
writing exercises, but the main focus will be on designing the zine. 
 
Materials Needed: Paper, pencils, a photocopier, and willing participants 
 
Best Resources for Creative Writing Exercises: 

 The Teen-Centered Writing Club: Bringing Teens and Words Together by Constance 
Hardesty 

 The Library as Incubator Project [http://www.libraryasincubatorproject.org/?p=11573] 

 100 Ideas for use with a journal by Kerri Smith [http://www.kerismith.com/wp-
content/uploads/2010/06/100ideas.pdf] 

 NaNoWriMo Young Writers Program [http://ywp.nanowrimo.org/] 

 Teen Ink [http://www.teenink.com/] 


